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Remembering Ursula K. Le Guin 
When I learned of Ursula Le Guin’s passing, my world stopped spinning for a time. I 
reflected on her influence with a mixture of gratitude, admiration and awe. Ursula’s 
contributions to libraries, reading, literacy and to our community are immeasurable. She 
was tenacious, principled and gracious beyond words. 

I first read The Left Hand of Darkness as a graduate student in library school, 
enthusiastically exploring my early feminist righteousness. Ursula Le Guin was a beacon to 
me then. I would have never imagined that, decades later, I would pass a lovely Portland 
winter’s afternoon in her home sipping tea, chatting about her life, career, ebooks, politics 
and her love of Multnomah County Library. 

And, oh how Ursula put her library love into action! She was a deep and genuine friend to 
Multnomah County Library. She offered a list of her favorite works. She was a singular 
voice in support of issues that matter. She served on the Multnomah County Library 
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Advisory Board in the 1990s, and she shaped how our library addressed issues that are 
important today. She leaves an impressive body of work, and she remains one of our 
library’s most popular authors. 

For decades, Ursula Le Guin offered Multnomah County Library her unwavering support. 
She spoke, wrote and acted in support of library funding at every turn. She celebrated our 
milestones (even writing a poem celebrating Central Library’s reopening in 1997). She took 
on pivotal issues and daunting opponents: advocating for the rights of authors and artists; 
affordable library access to ebooks; and the importance of a person’s fundamental and 
constitutionally protected right to read, think, and pursue knowledge without scrutiny or 
constraint. 

In her 1997 remarks about Central Library, she said, “A library is a focal point, a sacred 
place to a community; and its sacredness is its accessibility, its publicness. It’s everybody’s 
place.” 

Of the many wonderful memories I have as director of Multnomah County Library, that 
gray afternoon with Ursula Le Guin is one of my most treasured. I will be forever grateful to 
have encountered her. May we honor her legacy by embodying who she was and what she 
stood for, in our own lives and communities. 

Library space planning update 
The library is continuing to plan for future library spaces. While realizing the full scope of 
last year’s adopted Framework for Future Library Spaces will likely take decades, the first 
priority of implementing the framework centers around an East County flagship library.  
 
Currently, the library is in a “due diligence” phase, which involves gathering information 
and research and having conversations with county partners and municipalities like Metro 
and Prosper Portland, plus cities including Portland, Gresham and Troutdale.  
 
Through our initial work, we’ve learned that library services are desirable and prospective 
partners are interested in working with the library. Real estate in Multnomah County is 
expensive and relatively scarce, and our priority is to use existing sites wherever possible. 
In addition, we are exploring potential mixed use approaches that would pair 
complementary services. 
 
Any action will require the support of the Library District Board, which would refer a 
funding measure or measures to voters. In the coming weeks, we will provide an update to 
Library District Board Chair Deborah Kafoury and discuss our work to date. Based on her 
input and direction, we will better understand the scope, stages and timing of this work.  

Library Director’s Report to Library Advisory Board                                                                                                2 of 6 

https://multcolib.org/governance/library-advisory-board-meetings
https://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=%22Le+Guin%2C+Ursula+K.%22&searchType=author
http://multnomah.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1579&meta_id=107797


 

 Director’s Report 
Agenda Item No. 2 

February 2018 
 

 

Everybody Reads: Exit West 
Multnomah County Library kicked off the 16th annual Everybody Reads on February 1 with 
Mohsin Hamid’s international bestseller, Exit West. Free copies are available for pickup at all 
library locations.  
 
Throughout February and March, the library will present several programs to discuss the 
thought provoking story and explore the topics of migration, identity and community.  
 
Everybody Reads will conclude with a special evening with Mohsin Hamid at the Arlene 
Schnitzer Concert Hall on Thursday, April 5. Tickets and event information are available 
through Literary Arts at literary-arts.org.  
 
Everybody Reads 2018, a community reading project of Multnomah County Library, is 
made possible in part by gifts to The Library Foundation, with author appearance made 
possible by Literary Arts. Programming support also made possible in part by Oregon 
Public Broadcasting, Portland State University and Portland Community College.  
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Patron comments 
“I went to Holgate library last time and staff were very nice and helpful. They've helped me 
with my computer and ordered new materials for me. They really made me feel welcome 
and want to come back to see them again. Thank you Karen and Holgate staff." — Senior 
outreach patron, February 1 
 
“I want to thank Multnomah County library system! Collection: Superb! Of about 400 books 
I have searched for, only about 10 were not found. Staff: On the rare occasion I needed 
help or had an issue, the staff was friendly and helpful. Hours and locations: There are so 
many locations and hours are amazing. I mean, what library is open past 5? On a Sunday?? 
Amazing! Anyone who criticizes this library system hasn't lived elsewhere and doesn't know 
how good they have it. I love my public library. I frequent the locations and site almost 
daily. Thank you, Multnomah County! — Rachael, January 25 
 
“I spent time with Sara Garcia Gonzales and learned a ton about valuable local resources, 
including how to get interns, local organizations, and what volunteers contribute to the 
library! Thank you!!” — anonymous, January 25 
 
“I am a patron of the library and a parent and I wanted to make sure that the supervisor of 
the children’s library programs knows what a gem you have in Nina, the children’s librarian 
at the Albina Branch. I have visited many library programs around the county, especially 
Book Babies, and Nina is beyond compare in her exceptional ability to relate to both 
children and their families. She skillfully guides parents (and grandparents and nannies and 
friends) to relate to their infants and young children in new ways that support early literacy 
and attachment. She also models unashamed playfulness and singing with her Book 
Babies/Storytime activities. She shares great songs, rhymes and stories and has introduced 
our family to some new favorites! But, her wonderful and kind support of parents and 
caregivers is not even the best part of what she does for families in our neighborhood! 
Nina knows the name of every child that comes to the library and she relates to kids of all 
ages with friendly humor and age-appropriate questions. She has made such an 
impression on my five-year-old that my daughter makes gifts that we have to deliver to the 
library with some frequency. Nina is a lovely human being and we are so lucky to have her 
at our library. She really sets the standard for a children’s librarian and I hope you can 
convince her to work forever.“ — Kyra, January 11 
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In the news 
7 ways to celebrate Lunar New Year in Portland (Oregonian, February 3) 
Godspeed, Le Guin (Portland Tribune, January 29) 
How Ursula K. Le Guin changed the face of American literature (The Oregonian, January 25) 
A New Year, A New Vision (The Skanner, January 12) 
Stealthy reading opportunities for kids at Hollywood Library (Hollywood Star News, January 
12 
5 Things for Monday, including a burning book and Nike’s colorful new digs (Portland 
Business Journal, January 8) 
People Are Checking Out Fire and Fury from Libraries as Fast as Harry Potter (People.com, 
January 5) 
Reading the Rainbow? Children’s literature industry strives for diversity (The Riveter, 
January 3) 
 

Upcoming events 
Getting Started with African American 
Genealogy 
Saturday, February 10 
12:00 pm 
St. Johns Library 

World at Our Door: Music from Portland’s 
Immigrant Communities 
Sunday, February 18 
2:00 pm 
Midland Library 

Jump Town to Jazz Town 
Sunday, February 11 
3:00 pm 
Rockwood makerspace 

When We Become the Other: How We Talk 
About Immigrants and Why It Matters 
Wednesday, February 21 
6:30 pm 
Central Library 

Language Delays: Milestones  
& Caution Signs 
Tuesday February 13 
5:30 pm 
Kenton Library 
 

Biết Quyền Của Bạn: Quyền Của Người 
Thuê Nhà Know Your Rights: Renter's 
Rights 
Thursday, February 22 
6:00 pm 
Midland Library 

African American Read-In 
Sunday, February 18 

Sanctuary City: What Does It Mean for 
Portland?  
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2:00 pm 
North Portland Library 

Wednesday, February 28 
6:00 pm 
Central Library 
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