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Music and Popular Culture 
 
Yeah Yeah Yeah!: The Story of Pop Music From 
Bill Haley to Beyonce by Bob Stanley  
A choice gift for the pop historian or aficionado in your life. 

Obsessive fanboy Bob Stanley of Saint Etienne semi-fame’s 

exhaustive list and genealogy of the pop music that made the 

world shake from 1954 through 2003.  
 

Love Goes To Buildings On Fire by Will Hermes  

An elaborate labor of love documenting the music percolating 

in and around NYC, 1973-1977. While the city teetered on the 

brink of almost total collapse, musical genres were erupting 

and cross-pollinating at a dizzying pace. A superb gift for 

anyone interested in NYC culture, music and the 1970s. 
 

Springsteen: Album by Album by Ryan White  
Local music critic, Ryan White, a huge Springsteen fan, has 

written the definitive book on Bruce. Both an exploration of 

his studio albums, and a journey through 40 years of Spring-

steen’s life.  

 
The Late Starters Orchestra by Ari L. Goldman  

Sometimes life gets in the way of dreams. Goldman studied 

cello early on and then put it aside for decades. When he dis-

covered The Late Starters Orchestra in Manhattan, he decided 

to pick up his instrument and fulfill a lifelong ambition. A fun 

and inspirational gift for the musical late starter in your life.  

 

Infographica by Martin and Simon Toseland 
For the trivia lover on your gift list. Infographs are a beautiful 

way of looking at the world, even when the infograph is a 

picture of the most common causes of death in the USA. Just 

so you know - your chances of dying of heart disease are 1 in 

6 and dying of fireworks are 1 in 386,766. 
 

The Knowledge: How to Rebuild Our World from 
Scratch by Lewis Dartnell 
For the DIY survivalist. Concise explanations of the technology 

we use every day and how it might be recreated in the event 

of a cataclysmic event. Be sure to have this reference book on 

your shelves when the end of the world hits.  

Read Local 
 
The Organic Machine by Richard White  
A choice gift for anyone interested in how the Columbia River 

was used, re-shaped and exploited to further “civilization” 

and “progress.”  More local history should be this provocative 

and on target. 
 

Driftwood Forts of the Oregon Coast by James 
Herman  

A fantastically fun gift for Oregon beach lovers. Even if your 

gift recipient isn’t up to the task of building a fort, they will 

derive great pleasure in spotting and identifying existing 

structures with the help of this unique guide.  
 

Rose City Heist: A True Crime Portland Tale of 
Sex, Gravy, Jewelry and Almost Rock and 
Roll  by Matt Love 

The statute of limitations has expired, so the author is free to 

tell the story about what really happened in the big Portland 

jewelry heist of 1993.  
 

DIY—Put a bird on it 
 
Bibliocraft : a modern crafter's guide to using 
library resources to jumpstart creative projects 

by Jessica Pigza.    

Tons of fab ideas for crafts using library resources. For the 

library lover who’s also a crafter. 

 

Let’s Sew Together: Simple Projects the Whole 
Family Can Make by Rubyellen Bratcher 

Filled with simple sewing projects from plush robots to house 

slippers — a fantastic gift for crafty parents or young kids 

interested in sewing. 
 

Paper to Petal: 75 Whimsical Paper Flower Ideas 

to Craft by Hand by Rebecca Thuss 

A gorgeous book with clear instructions that will make you 

believe in your ability to create beautiful flowers.  
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Fashion 
 
Worn Stories by Emily Spivak 

For anyone who can’t give away that favorite t-shirt because 

it commemorates the first concert they ever went to, this is a 

collection of the stories people tell about themselves through 

their special pieces of clothing.  

 

Women in Clothes by Sheila Heti, Heidi Julavits, 
and Leanne Shapton  

The authors asked hundreds of women how they felt about 

clothes. The result is a big, fascinating, idiosyncratic discus-

sion. Really...even  if you aren’t into fashion.  
 

I’ll Drink to That: A Life in Style, With a Twist by 
Betty Halbreich 

A memoir of the sharp tongued, iconic personal shopper at 

Bergdorf Goodman. Halbreich is collaborating on an HBO se-

ries with Lena Dunham, so gain some cred with the millenni-

als on your list by introducing them to a woman they don’t 

even know they’re going to be fascinated by. 

 

Food 
 
Plenty More by Yotam Ottolenghi  
For the serious cook, another gorgeous cookbook that cele-

brates vegetables like Ottolenghi’s 2011 cookbook, Plenty.  
 

Flavor Flours by Alice Medrich.  
Like Kim Boyce’s Good to the Grain, this cookbook doesn’t 

just try to hide whole grains in your food for the sake of nutri-

tion — it celebrates their unique flavor. For the baker who 

cares about health AND flavor.  
 

Dinner: The Playbook by Jenny Rosenstrach 
Without getting all preachy about the importance of the family 

dinner, this book gives you practical tips and good recipes to 

make them happen. For the grownup who wants to help kids 

eat like a humans instead of picky little tyrants.  

 

The Baking Bible by Rose Levy Beranbaum  
For those who want to take their baking to the next level, the 

beloved Beranbaum provides exact measures and precise 

instructions for quality results. 

Comics 
 
Kill My Mother by Jules Feiffer 
For the noir lover, a graphic novel noir. What more do you 

need to know?  

 

A Bintel Brief: Love and Longing in Old New York 
by Liana Finck 
For those celebrating Hanukkah, a lovely little gem of a book 

that takes you into the hearts and minds of immigrants trying 

to assimilate into the new world as told through the advice 

column of the Yiddish newspaper 'The Forward.'  

 
The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

Imagine immigrating to a bewildering and new place while 

longing for family left behind. Tan packs meaning into this 

wordless story that can be enjoyed by all ages. 

 

Can't We Talk About Something More Pleasant? 
(A Memoir) by Roz Chast  
Chast, famous for her contributions to the New Yorker, pre-

sents a humorous and touching memoir about her aging par-

ents, describing grief and frustration tempered with humor. 

 

Shoplifter by Michael Cho  
Corinna studied English lit because she planned to be a novel-

ist. Then, she got a job with an ad agency to pay off her stu-

dent loans. 5 years in, she’s written nothing but copy. How to 

liven things up? Try shoplifting magazines at the local conven-

ience store! 

 

Comics for Change: Illustrated Stories from  
Oregon’s Front Lines 
A beautiful box set of little stories about the people who have 

made Oregon a better place to live through social activism 

and community organizing. 

 

Sunny by Taiyo Matsumoto 
For the series reader, stories told in short vignettes about the 

everyday lives of children in an orphanage. Petty squabbles, 

small kindnesses and school stories combine to make Sunny 

more than the sum of its parts. 

http://www.amazon.com/Yotam-Ottolenghi/e/B002A0CKME/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1415666423&sr=8-1
http://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2379050068_cant_we_talk_about_something_more_pleasant
http://multcolib.bibliocommons.com/search?q=%22Chast%2C+Roz%22&search_category=author&t=author
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Travel 
 
The Other Side of Paradise: Life in the New Cuba 
by Julia Cooke 

Portland’s own journalist Julia Cooke combines intimate story-

telling with in-depth reportage to weave together stories of 

the daily lives and future prospects of young people in Cuba.  

 
A Time of Gifts: On Foot to Constantinople by 
Patrick Leigh Fermor 

At 18, Fermor set off from London on an epic journey--to walk 

to Constantinople. Acclaimed for its sweep and intelligence, 

this book explores a remarkable moment in time. Hitler has 

just come to power but war is still ahead, and we walk 

through a Europe soon to be forever changed. 

 
Interior Circuit: A Mexico City Chronicle by Fran-
cisco Goldman 

Goldman attempts to overcome his fear of driving and push 

through his grief over losing his wife in a horrible accident by 

returning to her hometown and his own beloved Mexico City. 

For anyone interested in an in-depth look into the heart of 

one of the most fascinating cities of the world, or just a beau-

tifully told story of grief and redemption.   
 

Windows on the World 

For the traveler, armchair or otherwise, a journey through the 

world as seen through the windows of prominent writers 

including Orhan Pamuk in Istanbul, Daniel Kehlmann in Berlin, 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie in Lagos. 

 

Gone Feral: Tracking my Dad through the Wild 
by Novella Carpenter 
For those who like their travel with an element of adventure, 

this is the story of a woman who seeks to repair a badly frac-

tured relationship with her reclusive father, a mountain man 

who lives somewhere in the wilds of Idaho. First she will have 

to find him. 

Nonfiction 
 

101 Two-Letter Words by Stephin Merritt, illus-
trated by Roz Chast.  
Stephen Merritt, of the Magnetic Fields, has written wonder-

fully witty poems about every two-letter word in Scrabble 

Dictionary and Chast has illustrated them in her wonderful, 

witty way.  

 

What If? Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd 

Hypothetical Questions by Randall Munroe 

For those who can’t stop asking those odd, hypothetical ques-

tions like: if there was a robot apocalypse, how long would 

humanity last?  

 

Oranges by John McPhee 

More than you thought you wanted to know about the fruit 

you found in the toe of your Christmas stocking. Travel from 

Florida to Versailles, discover the history of orange juice from 

concentrate and find out what might happen if you plant an 

orange seed.  

 
Somerset Studio Magazine by Jenny Doh 
Book arts, stamping, stenciling and calligraphy artists, this is 

the magazine for you! Shows amateur and advanced artists 

how to create beautiful, eye-catching designs.                  

 

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes and other Lessons from 
the Crematory by Caitlin Doughty 
Give this to your sibling, friend or any loved one with a good 

sense of humor and a healthy bit of morbid curiosity, who is 

open finding beauty in the otherwise grim business of dying.  

 

Mint Juleps with Teddy Roosevelt: The Complete 
History of Presidential Drinking by Mark Will-
Weber 

A fun and insightful read for U.S. History buffs with a well-

stocked liquor cabinet.  

 

The Deep: Freediving, Renegade Science, and 
What the Ocean Tells Us About Ourselves by 
James Nestor 

Perfect for those marine biologist wannabes on your list. 
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Lit Picks 
 
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

80’s Pop culture lovers and/or video gamers will love this 

addictive story. 

 

How to Build a Girl by Caitlin Moran 

Give this to a young woman on your list, as long as she’s not 

the prudish type. A great feminist coming of age story. 

 

S by J.J. Abrams. 

For the ephemera-lover, this tale of two readers finding each 

other in the margins of a book contains a story within a story, 

and is filled with lovely and interesting ephemera.  

 

The Collected Stories of Amy Hempel by Amy 
Hempel 
Slow, thoughtful, rupturing stories in bite-size nuggets. We 

dare you to read just one. 

 

The Paying Guests by Sarah Waters 

Give this book to the lover of historical fiction.  A beautiful 

evocation of time and place (a posh, but impoverished London 

house a few years after WWI), as well as a spicy romance, and 

a fine examination of class in Britain.  

 

The Magicians Trilogy by Lev Grossman.  
Magic is real & so is Fillory, a country much like Narnia. The 

story beings in a magical academy and continues on to other 

worlds; guaranteed to delight grown up lovers of Harry Pot-

ter. Buy some lucky person the boxed set. 

 

Three Weeks with Lady X by Eloisa James 

Romance fans will enjoy the latest in the Desperate Duchess 

series, an emotionally satisfying tale with sparkling dialogue 

and complex characters.  

 

We Need New Names by NoViolet Bulawayo 

Fans of Adichie looking for another great African novelist will 

enjoy the story of Darling who leaves the violence of Zim-

babwe to live with her aunt in Detroit. Poetic and beautiful 

while confronting harsh realities head on. 

The Goblin Emperor by Katherine Addison 
For fantasy lovers who want a fun but immersive read. An 

unschooled and gentle young man is thrust into the role of 

Emperor when his father and brothers are assassinated . A 

story that gets you rooting for the underdog. 

 

The Winter People by Jennifer McMahon 
A creepy, gothic psychological suspense book that alternates 

between the present and the past. It's a great read on a dark, 

stormy night. 

 

Dark Nights by Christopher Gray 
For fans of the science in science fiction, this story uses cut-

ting edge physics theories to explore what happens when a 

sentient computer gains control of a parallel earth. 

 

The Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina 
Henriquez 

For those who want to see the world through different eyes, 

this story of love between a Panamanian boy and a Mexican 

girl living in an apartment building full of new immigrants 

explores what it means to be ‘other’.  

 

Memoirs and Biography 
 
Yes Please by Amy Poehler 
A humorous and sincere collection of stories, personal wis-

dom, lists, poetry, and photographs from a comedic favorite. 

For anyone who has taken delight in Poehler’s comedic wit 

and talent. 
 

Neil Patrick Harris: Choose Your Own Autobiog-
raphy by Neil Patrick Harris 
Few could successfully write an autobiography as a choose-

your-own-adventure story, except for the ever brilliant NPH. 

Even those who are not fans of Harris’s work will enjoy this 

one-of-a-kind autobiography. 

 

The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace by Jeff 
Hobbs 

For brave readers who want to be challenged, a heartbreak-

ingly beautiful biography of a talented young African-

American who excels at Yale, but succumbs to the dangers of 

the streets. 


