
Multnomah County 
Library is one of America’s 
busiest libraries:

•   We have the 4th highest circulation of any library 
system in the country, with 23 checkouts a year for 
every single resident in Multnomah County.

•   Staff and volunteers lead 18,400 program events a year. 
These programs had 311,305 attendees last year alone.

•   The Summer Reading program motivated at least 
110,000 kids to read last summer.

•   We hosted more than 5,400 Storytimes last year in  
five languages, with total attendance over 120,000.

•   Multnomah County Library is the largest provider of 
free, high-speed Internet in the state, which is critical 
in communities where 40% of our lowest income 
households don’t have a reliable source of Internet.

We are also one of the 
smallest libraries for a 
community of our size:

•   You could fit all 19 library locations in Multnomah 
County inside the Seattle Library’s single 
downtown building – with room to spare.

•   East Portland and East County are home to nearly 
40% of the county’s population. But it only has 
24% of library location space.

•   While it’s the fourth busiest library in the nation, 
Multnomah County Library is 102nd in terms of 
library building square footage.

•   Librarians must turn away many families for 
Storytimes due to lack of space.

•   Since 1996, Multnomah County’s population has 
increased by 30% while space in our already 
crowded libraries has increased by only 5%.   
And there are no funds to add more.

If you think the library gets crowded,  
you’re right!



The challenges facing our library buildings aren’t just about 
crowding. While libraries have changed, our buildings haven’t. 
Most of our library branches were built in the last century to 
provide books and not much else. Today, branches are centers 
for information and learning, hands-on training and community 
gatherings, and technology. But not everyone can access them. 
Just some examples:

•   Rockwood Library makerspace is a place for teens to get hands-on 
STEAM learning with skilled adult mentors, including video game 
design, 3D printing, and CAD programs, building circuits, and more. 
But with only one location, far too few kids can participate.

•   Quiet study spaces are popular, but we only have 10 of them to 
serve 800,000 people. And the rooms are only available at three 
libraries.

•   Libraries like Belmont are so small that they don’t really offer a 
place to sit and read or room for librarians to work with patrons.

•   We lack suitable space for small business people and job seekers 
to conduct research, job search, and interviews.

•   At some of our busiest libraries, we have to decline over 70% of 
requests to use our few public meeting rooms because they’re 
already booked.

What are our 
library’s most 
urgent needs?
The library district worked with 
community members to identify 
the top priorities to update our 
libraries. They include:

•   Adaptable spaces so that 
more people can access library 
programs and new services like 
makerspace for lifelong learning

•   More space to sit, read, study, 
and work together

•   Better access to computers, 
digital devices, and charging

•   Improved access for people of all 
ages and physical abilities

•   Enhanced safety and security, 
and buildings that meet current 
codes and seismic standards

•   More efficient sorting and 
distribution to reduce wait times 
and save moneyLearn more at multcolib.org/planning

There are great things happening  
at our Multnomah County Libraries.
But too few people can 
access them.

Multnomah County Library District is an independent, voter-created tax district  
dedicated to library services, operations, books, materials, programs, activities, and oversight.


