
The teens in your life will be excited about these top reading picks from our book experts. 

Grades 6–8
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Goodbye Stranger 
— Rebecca Stead
Stead expertly weaves three stories 
that all intersect while she explores 
the bonds--and limits--of friendship. 
It’s seventh grade and everything is 
changing. While dealing with real issues 
facing teens, fast pacing and intrigue 
will keep readers engaged and turning 
page after page.

Honor Girl 
— Maggie Thrash
First loves can often take you off guard. 
For Maggie, her world is rocked when 
she falls for one of the counselors at 
her all-girl camp. Laced with plenty of 
humor this memoir of first crushes, and 
first heart breaks, is so real and so raw, 
yet mixed with the innocence of middle 
school infatuations. A story that all will 
be painfully able to identify with.

Most Dangerous 
— Steve Sheinkin
Reading like an action-filled spy novel, 
this book digs deep into the very real 
story behind the release of the Pentagon 
Papers, a 7,000 page collection of 
documents chronicling the systematic 
effort of the United States government 
to prolong and enlarge the Vietnam War. 
Shining a light on the confusion and 
controversy over whistle-blowers, this 
book is excellent for middle grades and 
up to adults.

Nimona 
— Noelle Stevenson
Lord Blackheart, your run-of-the-
mill medieval villain with a moral 
code, partners up with a precocious 
supernatural young woman named 
Nimona. This graphic novel features 
hard-to-resist characters, charming 
dialogue, and vengeful plots providing a 
few laughs as they unfold.

Orbiting Jupiter 
— Gary Schmidt
The heartbreaking and heartwarming 
story of Jack and his foster brother 
Joseph asks the questions of what is 
a family, what does it mean to be a 
parent, and how can you help someone 
who doesn’t know how to trust?  
Bundle up, for Schmidt’s spareness is as 
crystalline as sunlight on fresh snow.

Roller Girl 
— Victoria Jamieson
High-spirited twelve-year-old Astrid 
braves bruises, scars, and friendship 
battles during roller derby camp in 
Portland, OR. Likable characters, warm 
illustrations, and understated life lessons 
make this graphic novel an absolute joy 
to read, even if you’re way older than 
twelve.

Shadows of Sherwood 
— Kekla Magoon
The night her parents disappear from 
their Nott home, Robyn runs for her 
life. With help from a renegade gang of 
Sherwood misfits, the children rise to 
try to take back what is rightfully theirs. 
Fans of Rick Riordan will delight in this 
action packed homage to a folklore 
favorite.

Under a Painted Sky 
— Stacey Lee
After a tragic accident in 1849, 
Samantha, a Chinese musical prodigy, 
and Annamae, a runaway slave, disguise 
themselves as boys and flee for their 
lives into the western frontier. Along the 
way they discover profound courage, 
deep friendships, and unexpected love. 
Hold on tight, and be prepared to 
swoon.
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We also recommend books by these 
authors:

Matt de la Peña

Rainbow Rowell

Malinda Lo

Patrick Ness

Between the World and 
Me
— Ta-Nehisi Coates
Written as a letter to his young son, 
Coates paints a personal and well 
researched picture of what it means to 
be black in America. Both poetic and 
painfully direct in examining realities 
of racism in this country, this short but 
powerful book is for anyone who is 
interested in a candid perspective of 
race relations and racism in America.

Bone Gap 
— Laura Ruby
An odd, appealing, untrustworthy boy 
plus a mysterious young woman, clearly 
in need of rescuing, plus a small town 
teeming with harsh suspicions against 
its own residents equals the perfect read 
for those who appreciate cleverly crafted 
stories layered with some magical 
realism and mystery-solving.

Everything, Everything 
— Nicola Yoon
If you know that exposure to the outside 
world can kill you, what happens when 
you fall in love? Incorporating drawings, 
emails, instant messages, dictionary 
definitions, graphs, tickets and more into 
the narrative, this book is as much for 
fans of innovative storytelling as it is for 
lovers of romance.

God Help the Child 
— Toni Morrison
From a mother contemptuous of her 
dark skin, Bride learns that lying wins 
affection and truth garners scorn. But 
others in Bride’s life also teach her 
lessons about perseverance, love, and 
loss. An adult book for teens looking for 
something hard-hitting and emotion-
filled.

Infinite in Between 
— Carolyn Mackler
Five freshman write letters to their 
future selves, anticipating what life 
will be like at the end of high school. 
Twisting and turning in and out of the 
characters’ lives, this sometimes sweet, 
sometimes gut-wrenching novel points 
out the many transformations a life can 
take in such a short period of time.

Shadowshaper
— Daniel José Older
When murals start moving and crying 
real tears and Robbie is the only one 
who will tell her what’s happening, 
Sierra Santiago’s policy on cute boys 
will need to change. A fast-moving plot, 
a city literally haunted by history, and 
a game-changing heroine make this 
a great choice for fans of a variety of 
genres.  

SuperMutant Magic 
Academy 
— Jillian Tamaki
This is what happens when an 
artist takes magic from Harry Potter, 
superpowers from X-men, monsters 
from Teen Wolf, and macabre humor 
from Supernatural, tosses them all into 
a blender, and gives birth to a comic. 
It’s kind of funny, kind of creepy, kind of 
sad. And kind of addictive.  

The Wrath and the 
Dawn 
— Renâee Ahdieh
Every day the caliph marries a virgin 
bride, killing her in the morning. 
Only 16 year-old Shahrzad stalls her 
inevitable death with tantalizing tales 
every evening. Lush and fast paced, this 
reimagining of the classic tale 1,001 
Nights will delight lovers of fantasy, 
rebellion, and forbidden romance.

Don’t see anything that’s just right? Ask your 
neighborhood librarian for more suggestions!


