
The kids in your life will be excited about these top reading picks from our book experts. 
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The Amazing Age of 
John Roy Lynch
— Chris Barton
Born a slave, John Roy Lynch was 
elected after the Civil War as the first 
African-American congressman. Filled 
with kid-friendly illustrations and a 
powerful story this is perfect for fact-
loving elementary schoolers eager for 
true-life stories.

An Ambush of Tigers: 
A Wild Gathering of 
Collective Nouns
—Betsy R. Rosenthal
Prepare to giggle at these witty poems 
that introduce the words used to talk 
about groups of animals. Imagine 
meeting a prickle of porcupines 
or a clutter of cats or a rumba of 
rattlesnakes.

Digby O’Day and 
the Great Diamond 
Robbery
— Shirley Hughes
Digby and Percy are vacationing at 
the beach and discover a famous pop 
star is staying at their hotel. When her 
diamonds are stolen, can they solve 
the mystery? The plentiful illustrations 
and short amount of text on each 
page make this perfect for children just 
moving up to chapter books.

Home Address: ISS, 
International Space 
Station
— James Buckley
For any planet-loving, star-watching 
future astronauts, this book answers the 
important questions: how does the ISS 
crew work, eat, sleep, play and, most 
importantly, use the bathroom in space?

Little Robot
— Ben Hatke
Colorful illustrations and a charming 
storyline turn this from a simple book 
about a little girl trying to save her new 
robot friend into a rollicking, sweet, fun 
adventure begging to be read over and 
over again.

One Word from Sophia
— Jim Averbeck
Sophia has one true desire — and four 
problems. Root for Sophia as she learns 
what it takes to convince her family to 
indulge her heart’s desire.

Rude Cakes
— Rowboat Watkins
If you’re looking for a non-preachy book 
about behavior, this one about a tough 
and bossy little cake learning a lesson in 
manners from a polite one-eyed monster 
is fun (and will possibly inspire a baking 
day). 

Winnie: The True 
Story of the Bear Who 
Inspired Winnie-the-
Pooh
— Sally M. Walker
They probably already know about the 
honey-loving “bear with little brain” but 
young readers will love discovering how 
an orphaned bear from Canada wound 
up in London, England and became the 
model for Winnie-the-Pooh — the real 
story behind a beloved toy!
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Don’t see anything that’s just right?  
Ask your neighborhood librarian for more suggestions!
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We also recommend books by these 
authors:

Animal Records: 
The Biggest,Fastest, 
Grossest, Tiniest, 
Slowest, and Smelliest 
Creatures on the Planet
— Kathy Furgang
Who doesn’t love a little trivia? Kids 
can amaze their friends with their 
knowledge about the loudest, oldest, 
deadliest, and smelliest animals in the 
world.

Crenshaw
— Katherine Applegate
Even a giant cat as an imaginary friend 
can’t take away Jackson’s anxiety in this 
gentle tale addressing homeless families. 
This is the perfect recommendation for 
fans of heartwarming tales mixed with a 
little bittersweet.

Funny Bones: Posada 
and his Day of the 
Dead Calaveras
— Duncan Tonatiuh
You could use a lot of words to describe 
skeletons, but “festive” and “fun” might 
not be on that list. But playful, gorgeous 
illustrations and brief, amusing poems 
about the history behind their creation 
will change your mind!

Hamster Princess
A spunky princess turns the Sleeping 
Beauty story upside down and 
backwards in this comical and well 
illustrated tale.  

Howtoons (re)ignition 
Volume 1
— Fred Van Lente
Siblings Celine and Tucker have to save 
the world (and their parents) with their 
inventions in this comics adventure 
perfect for anyone who loves STEM, DIY, 
GN’s, and other acronyms, too.

The Marvels
— Brian Selznick
Lovers of detailed drawings and complex 
plots will be amazed as two stories, one 
in illustrations and the other in prose, 
come together.

Unusual Chickens for 
the the Exceptional 
Poultry Farmer
— Kelly Jones
It’s not uncommon in Portland to know 
someone who has chickens, but what 
about chickens who can levitate? 
This tale of a budding chicken farmer 
writing letters to her dead grandma, a 
catalog company, and other pen pals 
is funny, bittersweet, really funny, and 
informational, usually all at the same 
time.

The War that Saved My 
Life
— Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley
If you’ve got a historical fiction fan 
they will love this gem combining the 
difficulty of child refugees in WWII 
with grief, building a family not based 
on DNA, and even nabbing Nazi 
spies. Emotional, adventurous, and 
informational, this book has it all.

Grades K–2
Annie Barrow 
C.P. Bloom 
Grace Lin 
Cynthia Rylant 
Mo Willems

Grades 3–5
Sharon Draper 
Nikki Grimes 
Steve Jenkins 
Sara Pennypacker 
Pam Muñoz Ryan


