
Volunteer for Summer Reading at Multnomah County Library
This application is for NEW volunteers only. If you have volunteered, or applied to volunteer, in the 
past, contact Volunteer Services at libvols@multcolib.org or 503.988.5731.

Keep this page! This information is for you.

Summer Reading is a program that gets kids and teens excited about reading during summer break and encourages them 
to become lifelong library users. Summer Reading volunteers register kids for the game and award prizes. Volunteers may 
also help with events, recordkeeping and more. Volunteers do not read to kids, check out books to patrons or shelve 
books. Learn more at multcolib.org/volunteer.

Benefits
• Hang out while working at the library

• Earn volunteer hours for school

• Gain valuable skills and add to your resume or college application

• Be part of a team of over 800 Summer Reading volunteers!

Take this quiz to see if you should apply as a new volunteer.
o   I am going into 6th grade or higher in fall 2019 

o   I am available to work a 2-hour weekly shift for 8–9 weeks between June 14 and August 31

o   I like working with other people, including talking to kids and adults

o   My handwriting is easy to read

o   I am responsible and dependable

o   I have not volunteered for Summer Reading before. (If you have, contact Volunteer Services at libvols@multcolib.   
 org or 503.988.5731 and do not fill out this application.)

Did you answer yes to all of the questions above? Congratulations! Follow the next steps to apply for a volunteer position.  

Next Steps

1.  Complete the application on the next page or online at multcolib.org/volunteer. Your application is reviewed by 
Volunteer Services staff. Incomplete applications may be returned to you for more information and will delay your 
placement as a volunteer.

2. If your application is approved, Volunteer Services will contact you by email. You will then sign up for your 
required 2.5 hour training. (If you do not have an email address, we will mail you information.)

3. Set up your schedule and start date with staff at the library where you will be volunteering, and attend training. 

4. Get ready for an awesome summer of volunteering two hours a week all summer long!

The Small Print
Apply by May 15 or earlier for your best chance to volunteer at your favorite library. 

All applications are reviewed. Not all applicants are selected to be Summer Reading volunteers.

You may not be able to volunteer if:

• Your application is missing information

• We can’t read your handwriting

• You can’t make the required time commitment

• There’s no parent/guardian signature 

• Your responses are too brief or don’t make sense

Again, if you are already a volunteer with the library, don’t reapply. Contact Volunteer Services at libvols@
multcolib.org or 503.988.5731.
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Been a Summer Reading volunteer before? Do not fill this out; contact Volunteer Services at 
libvols@multcolib.org or 503.988.5731.

Personal Information

First name: _____________________________________  Last name: ______________________________________________

Name you go by, if different:  ______________________  Your pronouns:  _________________________________________

Mailing address: _______________________________________  City: _____________  State: _____ Zip: ______________

Phone: _________________________________________  Email: __________________________________________________

Date of birth: ___________________________________  What grade will you be starting in the fall?  __________________   

Emergency Contact Information

Name: _________________________________________  Phone: _______________________ Relationship: _______________     

Volunteer Information

Have you volunteered for Multnomah County Library before? 

o  Yes. If you have volunteered with us before, stop filling out this form and contact us at  
     libvols@multcolib.org or 503.988.5731.           

o  No

How did you hear about Summer Reading volunteering?  __________________________________________________

List your top two choices for library locations to volunteer:  ________________________________________________

Can you volunteer for a two-hour shift that is the same time and day of the week for eight to nine weeks of the 
summer?     o  Yes     o  No 

Would you like us to try and place you on the same volunteer shift as a friend/family member? 

o  Yes, their name is: _____________________________.  (Both of you must request to be placed together for 
      consideration. Please note we will do our best to schedule you on the same shift, but cannot guarantee placement together.)

o  No

Demographic Information

This information (optional) helps us to build access, equity and inclusion in our volunteer program and informs our outreach efforts.

Gender:  ________________________________________________

Besides English, I am fluent in:   o  Spanish    o  Mandarin    o  Russian    o  Vietnamese    o  Not listed: ________________

Race/Ethnicity:  o  Asian   o  Black or African American   o  Hispanic or Latino   o  Native American or Alaska Native    

o  African   o  Middle Eastern  o  Slavic  o  Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander  o  White   o  Not listed: ________________

(Continued on next page.)



Short Answer Questions (Please answer in two or three sentences.) 

A big part of being a Summer Reading volunteer is talking to adults and kids about the game. Have you ever had to work 
or talk with people that you didn’t know very well (for example, a class project, club or other situation)?   

 o  Yes     o  No

If yes, explain what you did and how you felt about working with people you didn’t know. 
If no, explain how you would handle working with people you don’t know.

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A child is taking a long time to pick a prize. You want to help other kids who are waiting in line. What do you do?

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Volunteer Agreement
By completing this application, I wish to be considered for a position as a Summer Reading volunteer with Multnomah 
County Library (MCL). I understand that completion of this application does not guarantee acceptance into the program. 
Incomplete applications may be returned. I certify that I have answered truthfully and have not knowingly withheld any 
information relative to my application.

I agree to follow existing and future rules and policies of MCL. I understand that my position can end at any time, at the 
discretion of MCL or myself.

I agree that I offer my services as a volunteer with no expectation of monetary compensation and that I fully understand 
that I will be required to attend orientation and training.

Applicant signature:  ___________________________________________________ Date: _____________________________

Parental Consent
Parent/guardian permission is required for volunteers under 18 years of age.
By signing below, I certify that the above volunteer can participate in the volunteer program with Multnomah County Library.

Parent/Guardian Information:

First and last name:  ____________________________________________________ Relationship to youth: _______________

Signature: ______________________________________  Approval date: ___________________________________________
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