
Easy Ways for Every Child
to Get Ready to Read5

Read 
with your children 
before they start 
school. It is one of 
the best ways you 
can help young  
children learn to 
read and help  
prepare them for 
school success. 

Talk 
with your children 
and ask questions. 
Children learn lan-
guage by listening 
and having opportu-
nities to talk. Repeat 
new words to make 
the brain pathways 
used for language 
strong. 

Sing
Singing slows lan-
guage down so 
children can hear the 
different sounds of 
words. Sing nursery 
rhymes so children 
hear the different 
sounds and have 
them clap along  
to the rhythm.  
They can hear the 
syllables when  
they clap.

Write 
Writing helps  
children learn that 
letters and words 
stand for sounds 
and that print has 
meaning. Keep  
crayons, pencils and 
paper on a table 
where children can 
return to write and 
draw again and 
again.

Play 
is one way young 
children learn  
about the world. 
Play also helps  
children express 
themselves and  
put thoughts into 
words. Encourage 
play with puppets, 
boxes, blocks, balls 
or stuffed animals. 



Children learn best when they participate and have fun with an adult who cares 
about them. Here are a few good tips to get you started.

Ask questions
Have a conversation with your child while you read 
or play.

• Involve them in the story or an activity.

• Ask them questions that have longer answers   
 than yes or no.

• Wait for and listen to the answer.

• Praise the answer, repeat it, and talk more 
 about it. 

Talk about pictures and new words
• Point to pictures and say the names of things to  
 your child.

• Help your child connect pictures and words to 
 his life.

• Sometimes ask what your child thinks will 
 happen next.

Share the book more than once
• Always say “yes” when your child asks you to   
 read the same story again and again. 

• Repetition strengthens brain connections that   
 they will need for learning. 

• Children will find new things in the stories 
 each time. 

• Make it fun and encourage your child to 
 participate. 

Sing and rhyme with books
• Sing and read stories with familiar nursery   
 rhymes and songs.

• Allow your child to try to finish the rhyme.
• Sing the song again and again with your child.
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